Infrared coagulation in the treatment of condyloma acuminata in the female genital tract.
An infrared contact coagulator was used for the treatment of genital condyloma acuminata in 89 women. After direct application to the condyloma, the device produces a precisely adjustable tissue necrosis without tissue adhesion. Of the 89 women, 74 returned for scheduled follow-up visits after one, three, and six months. Treatment failure, i.e., recurrence of warts in a treated area, was seen in 13 (10.8%) of 120 treated areas, or in 13 (17.6%) of 74 patients. No complications were observed. The physical working principle of infrared coagulation as well as the results in treatment of condyloma are the same as those of the CO2 laser, but the equipment is cheaper, safer, and more easily handled. It can be used in out-patient departments of clinical and general practices.